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Everyone has a book to unleash, Part Il

In my last column, I talked Electronic publishing is
about the fact that it's been the wave of the future —
said that within each one of us but the VERY distant future
is at least one book dying to because it just can’t com- 3
come out so that others may pete with the good, old-fash- start by getting a copy of Jeff
share in our life experiences. I ioned print media that Herman's “Guide to Book
truly agree with that philoso- caters to fiction readers. E- Publishers, Editors and
phy. What's more, I'll share book publishers know that Literary
with you a bit of advice Ire- they must struggle to stay Agents.” His
ceived from a trained therapist afloat because they believe 2004 updated
who charged me $95 an hour that eventually, fiction read- book is avail-
close to 20 years ago to help me ers will catch on and the de- ableon
get out of a funky time in my mand will increase, wwwama-
life: writing is one of the best In other areas, however, ZON.com, new,
ways to ease stress, heartache, imagine what e-books could for $20.96 or
a troubled existence and mem- do for education. A high you can pur-
ories of a not-so-wonderful school student would sim- As/  chaseaused
past ply carry around an e-book . copy Hisbook
Call it a catharsis, a purging reader and a case of com- see.it lists names,
of your soul to beat the blues pact disks rather than a addresses,
or simply a remedy to free you heavy backpack overloaded Peg DeMarco phone num-
of thoughts or memories that with textbooks. He or she =7 bers,e-mail
you just can’t shake. Putting would simply insert the CD addm_m,
them down in ajournal, a di- into the reader and presto! contact names, Web sites and
ary or a composition book will His or her history book tips on how to approach
bring you so much more peace would come alive with text, agents, publishers and editors.
than dwelling on the past, pres- pictures, motion and sound. Once you've narrowed down
ent or future. Or imagine a whole law li- your agents to those interested
That being said, for those of brary on a compact disk or in your topic or genre, pay a
you who are determined to medical journals within visitto
share your developed manu- reach. This is the beauty of www.anotherealm.com/ prede
script with the world, your the e-book. It's exciting, but ditors. This Web site has the
next step is to find an agent un- stalled because fiction read- skinny on which agents and
less you want to take a chance ers still prefer paper. Why? publishers are mputf'ihle and
and try and sell it as an elec- Well, think of it this way: which should be avoided. The
tronic book or “e-book.” it's hard to curl up in bed number one red flag that
E-book publishers will take with a copy of “Gone with should go up is when someone
youon as a client, edit your the Wind” on an electronic asks you for a “reading fee.”
manuscript and offer it on gadget, but so easy to pull -Noreputable agent or publish-
their Web sites via a com- out that same book in pa- er will charge you to read your
pact disk that can be insert- perback or hardcover, work. I'm not talking about
ed into an e-book reader However, e-publishers
such as the Rocket Reader; have given new authors
MS-Reader, Palm or something that paper pub-
Hiebook Reader: Publishers lishers haven't: an opportu-
will also offer it asa com- ‘ nity to get published as long
puter download in an as their work has merit. E-
Adobe .PDFfile. publishing is economical
for publishers, so they can
take on many more authors
at afraction of the cost that
paper publishers can.
Those of you still deter-
mined to conquer paper

publishing might want to



postagefe%.butraﬂierread-
ingfees.

Too many first-time authors
are thrilled when someone
‘takes an interest in their work
that they're willing to pay
money to get their foot in the
door. Take it from this author,
whose foot was squashed sev-
eral times by a slammed door

* and one who was bilked out of
$3,000 many, many years ago—
it just doesn’t work once you
send in that check.

After you figure out which
agents are reputable, most will
require a query letter first.
This is an introduction on
yourpart.somakeitasappeal—
ing as you can.

Tell a little bit about your-
self, the plot of your book and
the audience you believe it
would appeal to.

Always include a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope for
areplyona:wthmgynusend.
Some agents will ask for the
first three chapters of your
book, so you should include
enough postage on your return

to receive it back
since many agents will cri-
tique it as they read it. Make
sure those chapters are error
free as far as grammar and
spelling.

Last of all, have patience.
Publishing is a slow, at times
torturous, business for new au-
thors. Some agents have a-turn
around time of six months,
others, six weeks. Usually, an
agent will know right away if
abook is salable and at that
point will ask for the entire
manuscript. Should you be of-
fered a contract, have a lawyer
look it over first before you
sign it or purchase a book on
the legal aspects of the
agent/publisher/author rela-
tionship.

Sounds like a lot of work to
get published, doesn't it? It is.
Ever wonder why so many
best selling authors are in
their 40s or 50s or older? It's
the waiting game of the pub-
lishing world. ;

But those authors who you
clamor to read every time a
new book comes out started
exactly where you're starting!
So, with a little patience, alot
of work and always, an over-
flow of believing in yourself,
you too, might someday be
walking in a mall and see your-
self staring back at you froma
bookstore.

PEG DEMARCO is a local columnist
for The News Herald.




