/)\
\

- Eagy-to-open |
contaimers, part iwo

Way back in 2004, I wrote a

column about easy-open con-

‘tainers and how I thought
they were destroying every-
‘one’s psyche because they
‘weren’t easy to open at all. It
‘was fun to write and other
‘than my recent “shoe col-
‘umn,” which chastised the
'shoe industry for giving us all
‘bunions, corns, tough-as-nails
calluses and aching feet, that’s
" the one column that people
'seemed to enjoy most.

So, I thought rather than
‘talk about how the stock mar-
ketis going up and down like a

yo-yo or how
= we'reall sit-
| tingon the
edge of our
seat waiting
for Election
Day to arrive,
I’d take a mo-
ment to sharea
: bit of fun with
Generations the hope that
: ; perhaps you've

= ~ found yourself

~Peg DeMarco i, the same sit-
: uation.

- For exafnple, ;

have you ever Just polished '
your nails, or worse come
from anail salon, and wanted
to open a can of Diet Coke? It’s
next to impossible todoit

- without a knife, followed by a
couple of swear words that
would make your grandmoth

. erblush, and finally agey ]?1;%

. of Coke spouting in the a
~ like O1d Faithful. Either
‘they’re making that

stronger or I'm in dire need of

aB-12 shot.
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“Alot of containers these

days are double dipping. Not
only do you need the strength
of a body builder to twist off

. the cap, but then there’sa

" cardboard tab that you have to
get through as well. You're

'supposed to tug onthistaband

the whole cap is supposed to

- easily pop off. Not so. Not once

‘haveI been able to get that tab
. off without breaking a sweat
and, frustrated, I'm reaching
again for my best friend the
knife.

- There are other products

‘that have been particularly an-

noying lately, and I’'m not talk-
ing about the impossible-to-
open aspirin bottles, which we
‘all know were invented light
years ago by someone despis-

ing the elderly. No, I'm talking

about impossible packaging
that promises to seal items
tighter than me trying to
‘squeeze myself into a dress
made for Angelina Jolie.
There’s the lunch meat plas-
tic bag with a strip at the top.
Ideally, you’re supposed to pull
the teeny tiny slit at the top
and the strip should easily
tear off. That'’s the first prob-

“lem: finding the slit and hav-

‘ing the strength to pull it to
the end. If you master that -
portion of the regimen, you're
‘home free to load your sand-

- wich with mouthwatering

‘ham or turkey. The mayo or
mustard is then smeared neat-
ly on the sandwich and you
cut the sandwich in half like
‘Mom used to do in the good old
days. However, before you
take your first bite, her words
of warning stop you and you

- put down the coveted sand-
wich. You remember her say-
ing from adolescence to adult-
hood that once air hits food,
mold will start growing faster
than Geerge Clooney can

grow a 5 o’clock shadow.
. And that, my fellow Ameri-
‘cans, is when frustration truly

sets in because not-once have
two sides of my plastic bags
come together.
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Tofurther illustrate, let’s

take an average day for any

one of us and walk it through.
- We get up and many of us

need an allergy capsule be-
cause the ragweed shows no
‘mercy and doesn’t know when
summer ends and fall begins.
Ideally; you’re supposed to

‘push the capsule through its
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tamper—proof products
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¢a1:dboard em:l ¢
easily pop out. But of course it
~ doesn’t and soon the counterisa
: melting pot of red, white and yel-
low granules when the knife misses
: themark after several attempts.
- Next, you're ready for a bowl of
oereal but it's a new box and after
)sevéralattemptstopullﬂleheavy
* duty-plastic apart, another knife -
~hasfound its way into your hand.
- Afew hours later; at lunch, it’s
time for a bottle of water, soda or
tea. You've got a six-pack and 1t
should be a matter of simply -
~ pulling a bottle loose. Oneegg ]
 that’s.in an ideal world. In re‘ali y

o ot

dxfshgum £

cream has gone to the other side.
Irealize that manufacturers are

trying to keep children safeand .

items fresh, but my suggestion has

't changed from the one Imade in

2004. I implore the supermarkets to
take the lead and create a new aisle
just for people like me who have the

courage to gamble with fate. Make

a special aisle just for us, access1ble
only witha password remote con-
trolled device or some other securi-
ty feature to keep the younger, dex-
terous, tamper-terrified crowd out.
Only products simple to open

 should line the shelves — with
; nothm‘gmoxe complicated or diffi-
‘ cult than an easy tw1st pop, turn or

fore you You're the fi

© somesortof plastic 2
: er rim of thé container. Even

your house to dig in, B ut the

r”'c_l.
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