July 13, 2008

and I Migured i they made

up, I'd bo an instant outcast
when facing the twosome. In-
steqdd. | said sumething real-
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when Sex and the City's Car-

- rie Bradshaw got dumped

| viaa Post-It note? Carrie had
the right idea — she
smashed to smithereens a
vase of carnationsthe
boyfriend had given her, but
my friend didn't have the
luxury of a zillion talented
writers behind her.
but it was late, and I was
tired and running on empty
in this category.

I put on a pot of coffee as
my friend blew her nose into
a hankie. Settling on the sofa
and handing her a cup of
steaming hot coffee, I knew I
had to come up with some-
thing that would somehow
comfort her during such a
miserable time of her life. I
didn’t want to preach or
scold, so instead I took a dif-
ferent tactic that I had once

ime,

taken with my daughter a

long time ago when she was _

going through the same
heartbreak during her
teenage years.

Looking my friend square-
ly in the eye, I said slowly,
“You know, I envy you.”

“Envy me?” she gasped,
shrinking away from me like
I had the plague. “How can
you possibly envy the pain
I'm going through?”

“Uh-huh ... yeah, pain is
tough,” I said, looking off to
the side so I could regroup
and collect my thoughts.

1t was difficult then to ex-
plain to her what I meant,

and I'm still not sure she un-

derstood what I said or at the
time believed me. I told her
that life was filled with plen-
ty of bumps in the road, es-
pecially those dealing with
unrequited love, and that
there wasn’t any hurt quite
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: s . And that's when I told her
as painful as rejection. The  about the corner, which real-
sting lasts for an awfully ly isn't a corner, but an imag-
long time and sometimes it inary time and place when
doesn’t ever go away. Even for the first time your eyes

- the heroines inmy books go  meet the person you were re-

through many trials and ally supposed to find all
tribulations before they along to share your life with.
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ach when you first see your -
life mate — that's the corner.
It's a journey that we all go
through, and we can either
do it with a heavy heartor
one with hope and determi-
nation that we'llbe OKand
that someday we'll have the
right person to finishout -
our life with. I'm hoping that
each one of you that hashad
apast disappointment in *
finding your life partner will -
keep an open mind, keep lov-
ing yourself, refuse to settle™
for someone just because - -
you don’t want to be alone,
and that even if youmake
the wrong choice again, have |
thecouragetogoonand -
keep turning those corners
until youreach theright
one. i
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nist for Gab.



