Get into yourself
if he’s not

For generations, women of all
ages have wiestled with the follow-
ing dating predicament: “Twent uutl
with this guy last week, Wehad a
wondertul time. In faet, it was ing’
stant attraction, Bells rang and
everything was perfect. He was
kind, considerate and gorgeous to
look at, He kissed me goudullghtand_
then said he'd call. That was two
weeks ago and he still hasn't called.

What did I do wrong?”

Those two weeks are probably the
longest in any gal's life because 1
know they were for me, Hibernat-
ing in my home lilke a black hear i
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RN dared fobemore
| than afew fect from
| the phone other

o than to go toschool
' orlater on inlife to
g0 to work., Trips to
the bathroom wers

e timed to 20 seconds

Generati flat, Family mem-
oy bers were forbidden
tonsge the phone ex-
cept for emergen-
¢ies and the ring
vwas turned so loud, the walls wonld
shake.
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Sadi}: the days would pass with no 4

call and eventually the memory of &
alorions date would fade into the re:
cesses of my mind of yet another
disappointment in life. But one
thing didi't fade: what on earth had
I done wrong? :
Now, decades later, the answer hag
hecome crystal clear 1 didn't doa
darn thing wrong, The reason the
boy/man/older man didn't call is
right there in the title of the 2006
best selling book, “He's Just Not
That Tnto You.” Authors Greg
Behrendt and Liz Tuccillo, those
kicky writers of the hit show “Sex
and the City;” decided to share a
new setof dating standards for
women and one of the items they
tackled was the call back ... or
rather the lack of the call back.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2007

Usually, a woman's first instinet is

haved on the date, Did she lools fat
in the dress EhEWﬂl'E?"ﬁi’aB‘ihgne:ﬂlet
ror worse after, dinner? Should
iﬂﬁ%hﬁbﬁ@m&mmmﬂw
the whole expensive dinner?
2 ha :ﬁ.ﬁwiﬂia sand-
ather than order that difficult -
to roll spaghetti? Did she laugh too
much? Worse, did she laugh when
she shouldn't have? Was she bor-
mg? Did she talk too much? At one
point, she took a quick breath after
along dissertation about her dog,
Did he notice? Pk
Ah ... and the goodnight kiss. Was
Aitapity kiss? And when he jotted
e would call, did he somehow lose
thescrapof paper? Had it wiggled
out of his grasp and shoot straight
up info ghlivion?

2 each one of these disap-
pﬂlrl frnents wasn't NECRESAT The
six little words, “He's just not that
into you,” sums upexactly why the
phone refused to ring. And it's so
liberating to finally know the truth.
If Thad been told those six little
words by anvene o earth during
my two weeks of phone watch,
whether it be by my parents, sib-
lings, friends or even enemies, my
natural reaction would have heen,
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*Oh. Well, OK. I can live with
that." The ego would have re-
mained in tact because the mys-
tery had been solved. Nomore
trying to figure out if Tshould
have done something different.
My problem had become his
problem. He had, after all, made
a blunder by not calling,

The book also has an answer
to another common scenario.
Suppose you spof the fellow who
said he would call and didn't
weels, monihs, oreven vears Iat-
en; perhaps across the roum ata
party, and the first words out of
his mouth are, “I was busy” You
haven't said a word, but he fig-
ures that's what yvou will ask
him. “I was busy” really means,
according to Greg who made an
appearance on the Oprah show:
"Busy means I'm the President
of the United States. I'm an as-
tronant, and I'm on another
planet, I'm in a really successful
band. What it means in relation-
ships is ‘T'm just not that into
VO By

S0, when you hear the words “1
was busy™ it should now be vour
cue to smile, pretend to spot an-
other firiend on the other side of
the room, give a quick wave to
that person you don't really
know, and quickly walk away
Stroll over to that complete
stranger, don't 1ook back, and in-
stead concentrate on what to say
now that vou've gotten the atten-

tion of a very handsome man
who happens to be standing in
front of you wondering who you
dl'eh,

The book goes on to set some
excellent standards for women
to raise the barfor themselves so
I thought I would share them
with vou. Tell yourself, “T will
not go out with a man who; (a)
keeps me waiting by the phone,
{1 isnot sure he wants to date
me, (c) makes me feel sexually
undesirable, (d) drinks or does
drugs to an extent that makes
me uncomfortable, (e) fears talk-
h}sdahﬂutﬂw future or (f) is mar-
ried.”

Finally use amantra that is
probably the crux of the entire
book: *I will not, under any cir-
cumstances, spend my precious
time with a man who has al-
ready rejected me or who is not
clearly a good, kind, loving per-
son."”

And the next time you find
vourself wondering if that cool
guy you met a few nights ago lost
your phone number, grab your
kews and goout and catcha
mavie or pay a visit to a family
member or a good fidend. If you
dare and truly have the courage,
take another giant step before
youleave the house, Turn off
youranswering machine off,
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