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help save animals

There’s a movement going on
across the United States to end
euthanasia and establish no-
kill animal shelters that indefi-
nitely house abandoned ani-
mals. I, for one, am thrilled. As
an avid animal lover, particu-
larly whet it comes to degs,
there isno doubt in my mind
that our pets are truly treas-
ured members of our family
and every animal deserves
every opportunity tofind a
good, loving home.

Arecent USA Today article
gtated that a growing number
of animal lovers across the na-
tion are working to eliminate
the practice of euthanasia in
shelters except for the animala
that are terminally ill or dan- -
gerous. While conventional
sheliers may put strays and wi-
claimed pets tosleep aftera
few days for lack of money or
space, no-kill centers house an-
imals for adoption or send
them to foster homes and pet
sanctuaries for temporat’y
housing until adoption can be
achieved.

As a result, according to the
article, euthanasia is down
70% firom 17 million in the
1980s to fewer than 5 million to-
day The number of no-kill |
shelters has grown from about
50 in the 1980s fo about 250 to-
day — still a small fraction of
the country’s nearly 5,000 shel-
ters, foster care groups and
placement agencies. But. it'sa
start.

The problem is ... money It
takes A lot of it to house these '
animals and governments are

" botween a rock and a hard

place. Budgets must be eut and
t0o many officials consider no-
¥ill centers frivolous. In addi-
tion, civil rights groups ques-
tiom whether it's right to spend
money on animals when pecple
in this country are homeless.

Well, don’t talk to California

GoverhorArnold: - .
Schwarzeriegger about Cutti
budgets uriless you waifa gri-
mace from him in return. In
June, he proposed saving $14
million a year by allowing shel-
ters to only hold strays three
days rather than the current
six before euthanizing therm.
The public outcry was so in-
tense that he had no choice but
to reverse his decision.

Since the government's
hands are somewhat tied, no-
kiil centers tend to rely on do-
nations, and there are some’

" mighty powerful financial sup-

porters out there, Thelargest is

“something called Maddie’s

Fund, a $240 million foundation
created in 1999 by David
Duffield, founder of PeopleSoft,
a Silicon Valley software com-
pany. Duffisld has said he may
contribute upto$1 billion to
the fund toend the practice of
euthanizing adoptable cats and
dogs for Jack of money or space
or beranse the animals need
medical treatment or behav-
ioral care. :
The article goes on to say that
Americans are more than will-
ing to contribute to protect ani-
mals second only to gifts for in-
ternational relief, which tends
to attract more denations dur-
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m growth if over-

Peg DeMarco  quyvey of 3,000

charities.

I'm glad to see communities
coming together to fund no-kill
animal shelters. Our own
Burke County Friends for
Animals, PO. Box 1884,
Morganton, NC 18655, phone:
4331115, and Cat’s Cradle, 112
Clark St., Morgamnton, NC
28655, phone: 433-4925, are two
such worthy causes.

1 don’t kmow about you, but 1
want to adopt every stray I see,
which of course isn't possible
or practical. Since Burke
County Friends for Animals
and Cats Cradle rely on dona-
tions, please think about mak-
ing any donation you're com-
fortable with. Tt doesn't have to
be a huge ane.

You can volunteer to help out
or even just send anote to tell
them that you care about aban-
doned animals as much as they
do. Visit their Web stte or paya
personal visit. Youmight
choose to adopt a puppy or kit-
ten, but please remember that
taking care of apet takesalot
of hard work and involves ex-
{ra expense.



I have my own story to teil.
On one snowy night last
February, we found the newest
addition to our family, Snow; a
black Lahrador puppy obvious-
ly ahandened by someons in-
our area and about six weeks
old. She had somehow trudged
upthe mountain and was trem-
bling and hungry undet o
fromt poreh. - P

Some people don't believe in
love at first sight, but 1 know I
fell in love with Snow the mo-
ment 11aid eyes on her. With no
tags or collar to identify that
she helonged to someone, 1ig-
ured she was mine now and
was determined that nothing
or no one wonld ever hurt her
again. She didn't make ittoa
ghelter and most 1ikely would
have frozen to death or starved
if fate hadn’t intervened.

That’s the way it is with pets.
You form a bond that's as
strong as iron itself.

Helpless and in need of guid-
ance, a pet is no different from
anewborn baby because they
rely on us for food, shelter, med-
ical attention and, most impor-
tant of all, love. Butaftera
stressful day at work, when
nothing seems to have gone
right, all T have o do islook
dowm and spot those big brown
eyes staring up atme to make
e feel warm and fuzzy inside.
Phat's usially the moment I
wonder how I ever survived
without her.

PEG DEMARCO is a local columnist
far The News Herald.




